This paper presents an overview of some of the key emerging issues in Australian domestic and family violence (D/FV) research. In particular, the paper considers research in the context of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and intersex (GLBTI) communities; among the elderly; those with disabilities and people from cultural and linguistically diverse (CALD) backgrounds; family violence and Indigenous communities; the relevance of homelessness; the impact of D/FV on children; and issues around perpetrator programs.
In March 2009, the National Council to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children (NCRVWC) released Time for Action: The National Council's Plan for Australia to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children, 2009-2021 , which identified six key outcome areas:
• communities are safe and free from violence:
• relationships are respectful;
• services meet the needs of women and their children;
• responses are just;
• perpetrators stop their violence; and
• systems work together effectively (NCRVWC 2009 ).
The strategies for each of these outcome areas include 'build[ing] the evidence base', noting that data relating to violence against women and their children in Australia is poor. Data on services sought by, and provided to, victims is not readily available, and the way in which information is reported is generally inconsistent and does not allow for a comprehensive understanding of violence against women (NCRVWC 2009: 47) .
Some of the means proposed for improving the evidence base include:
• establishing a minimum dataset disaggregated by sex and segmented by marginalised groups (eg ATSI and CALD communities and women with disabilities) wherever possible. Where this is not possible, this should be complemented by targeted research (Strategy 1.5.2);
• developing a national evaluation approach to assess the effectiveness of service responses to women and children who have experienced violence, including women with disabilities, living in a range of settings (3.4.1);
• research on the specific needs of older women affected by violence, especially sexual violence, to ensure services are responsive to their particular needs (3.4.4);
• reviewing, updating and promulgating standards and good practice guidelines to support programs for women and children who have experienced violence to assure quality service (3.4.5);
• national benchmarking of substantive law, evidence and procedure, including which provisions are best able to provide a just legal response for victims (4.5.1);
• funding and delivering a perpetrator research agenda, including longitudinal research on what changes problem behaviour; what maintains behavioural change; the utility of risk assessment tools and the effectiveness of various recidivism reduction strategies, taking account of different offender characteristics and cultures (5.4.1) and evaluation of programs consistent with Indigenous cultures (5.4.3);
• undertaking research to identify the impacts of daily trauma on the neurological development of children who are victims of sexual assault and D/FV and the intersection of these impacts on their long-term ability to self-regulate and control their behaviour (5.4.2); and
• investigating and establishing the minimum level of services and infrastructure required in different geographical settings to achieve minimum prevention and response outcomes (6.3.4; NCRVWC 2009 • the extent and impact of D/FV on women in remote mining communities and the capacity of regional domestic violence services to meet the needs of women in these areas;
• how to better support women from CALD backgrounds on 457 visas;
• a national study investigating the accessibility of D/FV services for women with disabilities;
• long-term research on the housing and support needs of women affected by family violence in remote Indigenous communities;
• Jeffries and Ball (2008) argued that the Australian criminological and social science research community has largely been silent on the issue of same-sex domestic violence (SSDV). Pitts et al. (2006) conducted an online survey with 5,476 Australians who identified as GLBTI and described D/FV as a
• victims' compensation and access to legal and support services generally (see Barrett Meyering 2010);
• prevention issues, especially in relation to homicide;
• data collection and the need for common datasets;
• consideration of women as perpetrators; and
• the unintended consequences of law reform measures, including pro-arrest policies (G Marcus personal communication 13 Jan 2010).
On 28 January 2010, the Commonwealth AttorneyGeneral, Robert McClelland (2010), released three reports examining the operation of the family law system and how the family law courts deal with cases involving family violence, namely:
• Evaluation of the 2006 family law reforms (Kaspiew et al. 2009 );
• All three reports found that 'the family law system has some way to go in effectively responding to issues relating to family violence' (McClelland 2010: np) . In light of these reviews, research on legal issues, such as the consequences of law reform measures and courts, will not be explored in detail here, although the importance of such research (eg see David et al. 2009; Douglas 2007 ) is acknowledged.
Key issues in domestic and family violence research
This section presents a brief overview of some of the principal emerging issues in D/FV research, which have been selected for their topicality and their relevance to the NCRVWC priorities.
Domestic and family violence in rural and remote communities
There is conflicting evidence on the prevalence of D/FV in rural and remote areas, with some research indicating higher rates than in urban areas (see Bureau of Transport and Regional Economics 2006; Cripps et al. 2009; Women's Services Network 2000) , while other research suggests the contrary (Henstridge et al. 2007) . The prevalence and incidence of D/FV in rural communities has been given limited attention in Australia (see Cheers et al. 2006; La Nauze & Rutherford 2000; Wendt 2009 Wendt , 2008 .
The available research has focused predominantly on factors that keep rural women trapped in violent family violence counselling agencies to which they could refer male victims of same sex partner abuse and Leonard et al. (2008: 50) 
Domestic and family violence and the elderly
In 2005, the Personal Safety Survey Australia (ABS 2006) found that the proportion of women aged 45 years and older reporting physical violence against themselves in the past 12 months had increased significantly since 1996 (from 15% to 25%), while the rate for women aged 55 years and over increased even more markedly (4% vs 10%; McFerran 2009a). In addition, 26 percent of women aged 55 years and over had experienced violence from their current partner (ABS 2006). Morgan and Chadwick (2009) noted that older women are much more likely to experience violence and abuse than their male counterparts and the majority of victims are long-term victims. According to WHV (2009), however, there may be a change in perpetrators, with women reporting children, grandchildren, other relatives and carers, as abusers. Kurrle (2004) suggested that up to 90 percent of abusers of older people in Australia are close family. In addition, the nature of the abuse may change, for example, from physical and sexual abuse to more emotional and financial abuse, with the latter the most commonly suspected form of abuse (Bagshaw, Wendt & Zannettino 2009b) .
In 2009, the ADFVC released two papers on violence against older people, which identified many of the barriers older people face in reporting abuse and leaving abusive situations, including:
• diminished cognitive functioning and mental or physical disability;
• lack of awareness of what amounts to abuse;
• social alienation;
• being too old to re-enter the workforce;
hidden issue in the gay and lesbian community. Indeed, the authors suggested that 'many GLBTI people do not identify family violence when they experience it because of a lack of recognition of its existence in same sex relationships ' (Pitt et al. 2006: 51) . Notwithstanding this limitation, the report found that 33 percent of respondents had been in a relationship with an abusive partner, although it was not clear whether this was within the context of a same-sex relationship. In a later study of 390 Victorian respondents, 31 percent of GLBT respondents had been in a same sex relationship where they were subject to abuse by their partner, with lesbians more likely than gay men to report such abuse (41% vs 29%; Leonard et al. 2008) . A recent study has found that the prevalence, types and contextual triggers of violence in male same-sex relationships parallel abuse in opposite sex relationships (Kay & Jeffries forthcoming).
WHV noted that one form of violence which is specific to GLBTI relationships is the abusive partner 'outing' or threatening to 'out' their partner to family, friends, colleagues or the general community ( WHV 2009 One issue of concern to Pitt et al. (2006) was the lack of referral options for female perpetrators and male victims within mainstream services. Leonard et al. (2008) found that only six percent of GLBT people who reported same-sex partner abuse to police were referred to advice or support services. In 2006, Victoria Police reported that there were no publicly-funded
Domestic and family violence in culturally and linguistically diverse communities
The research on the prevalence of D/FV against women from CALD backgrounds is unclear and drawing conclusions on the nature and extent of D/FV in such communities is therefore difficult (Morgan & Chadwick 2009 
Domestic and family violence and disability
Women with physical and/or intellectual disabilities are more likely than those without disabilities to experience D/FV and such violence is also likely to be more severe and continue for longer (Morgan & Chadwick 2009 citing NCRVWC 2009 Tually et al. 2008 ; Women with Disabilities Australia 2008). Healey et al. (2008) found that women with disabilities continue to be at risk of being assaulted, raped and abused at a rate of at least twice that of non-disabled women, regardless of their age, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation or class, while international research has suggested that as many as 90 percent of women with developmental disabilities will experience sexual assault (Milberger et al. 2003) . In addition, such women experiencing violence generally have fewer support options for leaving the relationship (Morgan & Chadwick 2009 ).
The key finding in the research of Healey et al. (2008: 10) was that there 'are major gaps in knowledge, policy and processes that will require significant resourcing in order to improve services to women with disabilities'. In addition, most services do not routinely collect data on disability and D/FV. (ATSISJC 2006: 6) . In an earlier report to the Australian Government about Indigenous violence, it was suggested that 'priority should be placed on implementing anti-violence programs, rather than on further quantitative research' (Memmott et al. 2001: 9 (2009) have suggested that enduring stress in the early years may adversely impact on brain development and organisation, arguing that more research is required to determine the effects of stress on the developing nervous system, how these effects are manifested through observable symptoms and what factors in the child's environment may either enhance or modify these effects. They examined 60 pre-school children who lived in households where D/FV was present. They found a modest relationship between the levels of reported violence and the mothers' emotional distress levels but no relationship between violence levels and parenting stress. The authors suggested that future research should examine trauma symptoms in young children and develop more appropriate and standardised means of assessing trauma symptoms.
Research should also focus on the extent to which the primary carer's distress and possibly diminished coping abilities as a result of family violence may influence their perceptions of their children (Zerk, Martin & Proeve 2009 ).
In an English study, McGee (2000) conducted interviews with 54 children and 48 mothers who had experienced domestic violence and listed the following as some of the effects of such violence on children: fear; sadness; anger; adverse effects on identity, health, education; and impacts on relationships with their mother, father, extended family and friends. McGee's study did not include adolescent boys and she therefore considered
Resource Centre and the UWS Urban Research Centre (2009) found that generally housing for women and children experiencing D/FV has deteriorated significantly. The key concerns were the affordability, length of stay, the physical condition of the housing, the neighbourhood, safety and the availability of maintenance.
Accommodation is often a critical factor in women's decisions about whether to leave a violent relationship (Macdonald 2007) . The Supported Accommodation Assistance Program (SAAP) is the major government response to homelessness and in 2003-04, a third of people accessing such services were women escaping from domestic violence (AIHW 2005). Accordingly, SAAP services need to ensure that the issue of domestic violence 'has a central position in their response to homelessness', including increasing the visibility of D/FV in data collection (Macdonald 2007: 22) . Recent research indicated that there were four issues seen as critical to preventing women from entering the homelessness service system, namely:
• police should enforce intervention orders more diligently;
• more options for women seeking refuge, for example, being able to choose whether to go to a communal refuge or stay in their own unit;
• raise awareness of what refuges can offer to clients in terms of support services; and
• better financial support for women leaving D/FV situations (Oberin 2008 ).
All Australian jurisdictions now have laws which provide for exclusion orders as a condition of a domestic violence orders, which allow the person seeking protection from domestic violence to remain in the family home, while the perpetrator is required to seek alternate accommodation, an approach which appears to enjoy significant popular support (see We know little about the ways that the many different sectors and professions involved with perpetrators can complement and enhance each other's work, and what sort of social policy will facilitate this endeavour...the best means to undertake specific interventions requires future research.
The NCRVWC proposed the following specific avenues for future research on perpetrator programs:
• the effectiveness of incarceration, deterrence and community restraint in reducing recidivism in cases of violence perpetrated against women and their children;
• research into the characteristics of programs that are proven to be effective in changing men's behaviour;
• developing and evaluating best practice prisonbased perpetrator programs; and in particular, evaluations should include:
-examination of the principles and theory underpinning the program content and the approach it takes to working with women partners and managing issues of safety;
-a focus on the capacity of the program to respond appropriately to perpetrators from a range of backgrounds and from different geographical locations (eg urban, rural and remote areas); and -an assessment of the impact the program is having on reducing violence against women and their children (NCRVWC 2009).
A recent Campbell Collaboration review recommended that research be undertaken in relation to larger representative samples, instead of small samples; that victims be retained longer to determine positive and negative outcomes and that the validity and reliability of official and victim reports be measured (Feder, Wilson & Austin 2008) . The ADFVC has also raised a number of good practice issues for evaluations of perpetrator programs, for example, ensuring evaluators have an in-depth understanding of violence within families, its dynamics and impacts (Braaf 2007) . Finally, bearing in mind the foregoing discussion on the impacts of D/FV on children's development, the very long-term impacts of perpetrator programs and prevention programs generally should be examined. As Schwartz and DeKeseredy (2008: 182) noted, 'one important area for study in the future is the extent to which ending interpersonal violence against women can be seen as a strategy for reducing adolescent and adult criminal behavior in later years'.
it appropriate for future research to examine the impact of family violence on 'young people's socialisation and relationships ' (McGee 2000: 94 Perpetrator programs Day et al. (2009) have observed that there is a broad range of responses to F/DV, ranging from communitybased and voluntarily-attended programs through to court-mandated programs (some of which are administered in prison). The programs also vary in their stated purpose, disciplinary emphases and core understanding of domestic violence. Howells et al. (2004) have conducted an overview of Australian perpetrator programs, but not enough is known about such programs and the evidence of their efficacy is unconvincing and incomplete (Day et al. 2009 ). Indeed, a recent report on prison-based rehabilitation programs found that the literature generally reports no differences in recidivism between the treatment group and the experimental group, but that there does appear to be a positive link between the number of sessions completed and the likelihood of domestic violence recidivism, which 'highlights the importance of treatment retention' (Heseltine, Sarre & Day forthcoming: 63) . They reviewed the nature of the programs currently in place around Australia, noting that Queensland, the Northern Territory and Western Australia also have Indigenous-specific programs in place (Heseltine, Sarre & Day forthcoming: 65) . Morgan and Chadwick (2009: 10) argued that 'programs should be subject to ongoing monitoring Bagshaw D, Wendt S & Zannettino L 2009b 
Conclusion
This paper presents the criminological community with a research agenda on some of the key issues in domestic and family violence, including violence in rural, GLTBI, Indigenous and CALD communities and among the elderly and disabled, as well as the impacts on children and perpetrator programs. It follows that the research, policy and practical issues which may arise are compounded where multiple circumstances coincide, for example, in the context of violence committed against elderly migrants in a rural setting. Accordingly, further research is required to better understand not only the prevalence of the issues discussed in this paper and the best responses to them, but the intersection of these issues and contexts. 
